Staying Alert
The apostle Paul had started a church in the Greek town Thessalonica in Macedonia. Because of persecution he had to flee and ended up in Achaia in the city of Corinth.  While he was there the believers in Thessalonica sent him a letter with some questions about Christianity.  One of the questions dealt with their place in time.  Paul begins answering this question in 1 Thessalonians 5:1.  He writes:


“Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you know very 
well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.”  (1 Thessalonians 5:1, 2)
Their question had to do with “times” and “dates”.  The two Greek words are:

1) chronos – translated as “times” and refers to a space of time or interval.  This would be a period of time.  Ephesians 3:9 calls the present church age an “oikonomia” which is a word for an administration or stewardship of a household or estate.  It would be the organizing and dispensing the principles and purposes of a particular age.  Also called a dispensation.
2) kairos – translated as “dates” or “seasons” in reference to the length of the time and the character of this time.  The character of the time would include their specific features such as temple worship in the age of Israel, the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Church age, etc.  It would include the special signs and the work of God that comes with these periods.
It is like saying, “Concerning the periods of time and their character” or, “Concerning dispensations”.
Paul tells them concerning the times and seasons “we do not need to write to you, for you know very well”.  They know about the dispensations from the Old Testament and they understand the current age they are in from Jesus teaching and Paul’s own teaching.  It had been explained and they had understood it, as Paul says in the  NIV,  “very well”.  This is a translation of the Greek word  “akribos” and it means “exactly, perfectly”.   It is translated in other translations as “know full well”, “know perfectly”, “known thoroughly”.  

What they understood perfectly well from the teaching they had received concerning the periods of time and their character is “that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.”  “The day of the Lord” is a reference to the seven year period of time leading up to his physical manifestation in the sky when he descends to the Mount of Olives to enter Jerusalem.  The seven year Tribulation period that comes after the church age is “the day of the Lord.”  This can be verified by comparing 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4.  
The reference to him coming as a “thief in the night” describes the perspective of those who are spiritually asleep.  The character of the end of the church age is an unawareness of the Lord’s return and surprise by the beginning of the tribulation period that precedes his coming.  Jesus described these days to the Jewish people by comparing the end of this time period to the end of Noah’s time period: 

“As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.  For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,
 up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away.  That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.”




(Matthew 24:37-39)

Paul then captures the world view of that last generation in a quotation from those who enter into the tribulation.

“While people are saying, "Peace and safety," destruction will come on them suddenly, as 
labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.”  (1 Thessalonians 5:3)
The generation that sees the beginning of the Tribulation will be saying “Peace and safety.”  World events will have reached a very temporary state of cooperation among the nations.  The world has ignored the promises that Jesus Christ will return after the most terrible days of the tribulation.  The surprise of the tribulation is compared to labor pains coming on a pregnant woman.  Even within the illustration there is ample evidence to know you are close.  Jesus said we would not know the day or the hour (Mark 13:32; Matt. 24:36), but Paul is stressing here we should know the times and seasons.  A woman may not know what day and hour she is going to give birth but she should realize she is pregnant.  We do not know when Jesus Christ will return but first of all we should know that he is going to return.  Second, we should be aware of world events and the character of the age that reveals his coming is getting closer. 

For those that do not believe the promise of his return they will be surprised as when a thief breaks in on them when they are busy doing something else such as sleeping or traveling.  It would be similar to watching the season change to winter but refusing to recognize the passing dates on the calendar, the falling of the leaves, the days with shorter periods of sun light and the dropping of the temperature.  You could say, “What a surprise,” when the first snow comes but you really should know it was going snow one of these days very soon.  You should have seen it coming and made preparations such as getting out your warm clothes, putting snow tires on your car and knowing where your snow shovel was at.  Jesus said:
“Understand this:  If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have dept watch and would not have let his house be broken into.  So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”



(Matthew 24:42-44)

Now, Paul addresses those who believe Jesus is coming back someday and to those who are familiar with the teachings on the various times and the character traits of those different periods called dispensations.  He says:

“But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-controlled. 
The faithful believer who is living with the reality of the Word of God in their lives should not be surprised by Jesus coming.  The comparing of Jesus’ return to that of a thief surprising the home owner is not a reference to everyone, but only to those who are not believers and are not familiar with the teaching on “times and seasons”.  
Instead, Paul says we believers are all sons of the light and sons of the day.  We should be just the opposite of those who are living in darkness.  We should not be asleep but instead be alert and self-controlled.  “Alert” is the Greek word “gregoreuo” means “to keep awake, to be watching, to be vigilant”.  It is in the present tense which means it is to be a continuous action.  “Self-controlled” is from the Greek word “nepho” means “to not be drunk with wine, to be sober, watch” and is speaking of the moral application of the first word “alert”.   It means to avoid the influence of worldly philosophy and influence which will always instill doubt and skepticism concerning Jesus’ return.   Together these two words “gregoreuo” and “nepho” are telling the believer to pay attention the teaching they “know very well” concerning the times and to apply it to their daily lives.  Believers have just been told to know where you are in time so you know what to be doing. 

It is Better to Lose Sleep than to Lose Because of Sleep
“Behold, I come like a thief!  Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps his clothes with him, so that he may not go naked and be shamefully exposed.”  (Revelation 16:15) 
Soldiers and guards are required to live life alert, even at night while everyone else is sleeping.  In the Roman world enemy combatants where often stripped of their clothes to expose their weakness and shame.  Even the dead where often stripped as one final sign of having been conquered.   A soldier who is constantly prepared for battle by having his clothes with him will will live to fight another day.  But, the soldier who is not organized and prepared for battle will surely be defeated, captured, stripped and shamefully exposed.  Likewise, temple guards in Jerusalem where required to stand, salute and greet the Captain of the Temple as he made his rounds at night.  If that guard was asleep and did not stand up alert and say, “Officer of the Temple Mount, peace be to you” he would have his clothes set on fire by the officer making the rounds.  If that guard survived the torch he would be shamefully exposed in the morning in a variety of ways including wearing burnt clothes, the smell of smoke that remained on him and likely injuries.   (The Temple - Its Ministry and Services as they were at the time of Christ by Alfred Edersheim - 1825-1889

found at http://philologos.org/__eb-ttms/)

We are the soldiers who will be captured and exposed by the enemy if we do not stay alert.  Satan would love to strip us of the garments that manifest our righteous character.  We are also the temple guards during the church age.  Our mission is to “guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you” (2 Timothy 1:14).  If we fall asleep then we will be exposed at the judgment seat of Christ:


“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive 
what is due him for the things done while in the body whether good or bad.”








(2 Corinthians 5:10)

1.  “appear” is the Greek word “phanerothanai” and it means “to make clear, to manifest.”  The meaning of this word is not “they will need to show up”, or “you will need to be there”.  This word means your life and character will be crystal clear.  Everything you did and the motives will be made obvious.  Maybe for the first time we will see the motives we had while we were serving the Lord. 


The motive will be clear as it says in 1 Corinthians 4:5:



“Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes.  
He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men’s hearts.  At that time each will receive his praise from God.”   

“All a man’s ways (or, his actions) seem right to him, but the Lord weighs the heart (or, motive).”  


(Proverbs 21:2)


Also notice what is judged.  It says “we” not our works. Our service is an extension of ourselves.  What is in our hearts manifests itself in our works. (Though the works are said to be judged in 1 Cor. 3:13, it indicates the “quality” of the works will be judged. 
Of course, two people may do the same good service for two different reasons.  Consider those who were preaching Christ in an attempt to out preach Paul and do it for envy and competition:



“It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of good 


will.  The latter do so in love, knowing thatI am put here for the defense of the


 gospel.  The former 
preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely,
 
supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains.  But what does it matter?  The important thing is that in every
way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached.” 




Philippians 1:15,16
Notice above that both were doing the same work: Preaching Christ.  The difference was in there motives:





1)  Out of envy and rivalry, out of selfish ambition.


2)  Out of good will, in love, in knowledge, sincerely. 
Jesus warned of wasting our lives in service to honor ourselves:

“Be careful not to do your acts of righteousness before men, to be seen by them.  If you do, you will have o reward from your Father in heaven.” . . . “I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.”  
Matthew 6:1, 5

2.  “Judgment seat” the word is “bema” and is the place of judgment and reward.  Called here the “judgment seat of Christ” and in Romans 14:10 the “judgment seat of God.”  This was where official decisions and judgments were decided and rewards were handed out.  It is the platform where officials sat to make decisions.  Jesus himself appeared before the “bema” of Pilate. (John 19:13)
3. “Due” is from the word “komizo” and it means “to bring”.  It is in the middle voice here giving it the meaning of “to carry off, to get for oneself, to receive, to receive as recompense.”  It is referring to receiving what belongs to you.  God has set up a rewards system for believers that they will be rewarded for their alertness in serving him in time.  When a believer has done the work the reward is “due” him according to God’s standards.
4. “Things done” pictures the whole life of the believer as a single unit.  
5. “In the body” this is the position for the basis of your operation.  Notice, your body is not judged.  You, the one living in the body, will be judged.
6. “Bad” means “worthless, bad, of not account, good-for nothing.  The word indicates the impossibility of any true gain ever coming forth from these actions. The worthlessness of the action is the main idea.  This is not sin or evil.  This refers to the wood, hay and straw of 1 Cor. 3:12, 13 that is burned up at the bema of Christ  The “bad” things are those that may have earthly value but are worthless in the light of eternity.  
We will be rewarded for the “good” things.  We will lose opportunities for rewards for the “bad” or worthless things.  We have been forgiven of the sinful things because Jesus Christ has already suffered the payment for sin. 
The burning up of the worthless things and the rewarding of the good is described in 1 Corinthians 3:10-15:

“By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work. If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.”

The foundation is Jesus Christ and the building is the life and service of the believer.  You can not build a true Christian life with out first laying the foundation that comes from faith in Jesus.  There are two groups of building material used to build the Christian life:

1)  Gold, silver and costly stones – these are very valuable and were used to build temples in the ancient world.  All of these will endure fire or be purified in fire. 
2) Wood, hay and straw – these are also legitimate building materials in the ancient world.  We still use wood today for building in fact, an updated list might look like this: 2x4 studs, insulation and shingles.   These materials were for common use and are to meet temporary needs.  These are consumed in fire.

Notice that neither one is a bad building material.  One is the building material for the house of a deity and the other for the home of a common man.  If you build your Christian life serving man you are using the wood, hay and straw.  If you are building your Christian life serving God you are using gold, silver and costly stones.

At the bema seat of Christ our life or our “building” including the foundation which is Jesus Christ will pass through the fire of evaluation.  Realize this is not judgment for eternal life since this is secured by having received the foundation of Jesus Christ.  This judgment at the bema seat of Christ is for believers only.  There is a separate judgment for those whose names are not in the lamb’s book of life called the Great White Throne judgment at the end of the millennium described in Revelation 20:11-15.
Paul tells us here at the bema seat of Christ that the building material we chose to use “will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work.”   This fire will do one of two things to our work:

1) Consume the “bad” or “worthless” described as “wood, hay or straw”

2)  Purify the “good” described as “gold, silver and costly stones.”

What remains after the fire of evaluation becomes that man’s eternal reward.  With the consumption of the “wood, hay and straw” some believers will “suffer loss” of their entire life’s work and will enter eternity with little or no rewards, but they will still enter heaven because they received the free gift of eternal life which is the foundation.  The foundation, which is Jesus, will always endure the fire.

Points of Doctrine Concerning Rewards for the Believer
The Foundational Principles
Rewards are available to the believer from God as recognition of that believer being faithful in service to the Lord.
 Points To Consider
The believer who has been saved for many years and lives a faithful life will have more opportunity to build up rewards in heaven than one who was saved at the last minute or one who was saved early but never walked in obedience.
Rewards are not given out when you die but after the rapture at the reward seat of Christ.  The reason for this is that a person’s work is not completed at their death.  The apostle Paul is dead but his rewards are still building as his work in the earth continues through his writings and the deposit he made here.  The same is true of other believers who have died but their work and effect continues through the people they influenced or the books that they. 

It is possible to spend your life thinking you are serving the Lord but to get no rewards. (1 Cor.3:15; 9:27)  Receiving rewards is based on actions with:

1) Pure or sincere motivation - To do the right thing for the wrong reason is zero

2) Serving God in the truth




a) To be sincere and pure in motives but to do the wrong thing is zero.



b) Rewards are a matter of the heart and the head.



c) Rewards are based on knowledge of God’s will and a heart committed to that will.

The Protestant Problem 
The Protestant Reformation in the 1500’s resulted in a rebellion against the Roman Catholic church.  The Protestants emphasized salvation by faith in Christ.  Rightly so.  This doctrine has been stressed and still needs to be stressed since many still do not understand that salvation is not achieved by works of man.  As always the pendulum swings to the extreme before it heads back to the middle.  In this case the focus on works and the rewards that come with it resulted in them being ignored.  When a truth is ignored ignorance occurs.  Where there is ignorance people’s lives are destroyed in that area.  (Hosea 4:6)
 Services That Result in Rewards
1.        Persevering under trial  (James 1:12)

2.        Diligently seeking God  (Hebrews 11:6)

3.        Martyrdom (Rev. 2:10)

4.        Faithfully doing God’s will  (2 Timothy 4:8)

5.        Looking forward to Christ’s return (2 Timothy 4:8)

6.        Faithfully serving as a Pastor (1 Peter 5:4)

7.        Leading people to a saving faith in Christ (1 Thes. 2:19-20)

8.        Faithful stewardship (1 Cor. 4:1-5)

9.        Acts of kindness (Gal. 6:10)

10.        Hospitality (Matt. 10:40-42)

A Study of Good Works
Men have a sin nature and produce sin.
All their works (from that sin nature) are filthy rags. The saved man receives: 






a.  A new nature







b.  A plan from God






c.  The Holy Spirit






d.  Good works to do





When the saved man walks in the Spirit he will be led into the plan God has for him.  During his life he will come across and be led into the “good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  (Ep. 2:10)  That man will execute those good works from the new nature  he received at the point of salvation. 

This born again man, who is walking in obedience, will receive rewards from God for having done the things God created him and re-created him, to do.   Only a born again man can achieve these rewards.  Only the good deeds done by the power of the Spirit will be rewarded.

If the “good works” have been prepared  in eternity then the rewards have also been prepared.  The rewards are ready.  Are you?
The Issue of Salvation 
Obtaining salvation and obtaining rewards are two different avenues.

The believer will go through judgment at the Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Cor.5:10), but this will not be a judgment for sin.  This is stated in:

John 3:18- “Whoever believes is not condemned.”

John 5:24— “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believers him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned;  he has crossed over from death to life.”

John 6:37- “All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away.”

Romans 5:1, “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Romans 8:1— “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”

1 Corinthians 11:32- “When we are judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be condemned with the world.”

The judgment seat of Christ deals entirely with service for the Lord and has nothing to do with sin.  
Jesus has paid for our sins on the cross.  He paid for all of our sins.
Believers will not be judged for sin but evaluated on fruitful production.  

1 Peter 2:24 “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree.”

Discerning Between Salvation and Rewards

If you are alert it is easy to distinguish between verses teaching about salvation and verses discussing rewards for works after salvation.

1a.  Salvation is described in the scripture as a free gift:
John 4:10, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”

Romans 6:23, “. . .the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus. . .”

Ephesians 2:8, 9

1b.  Rewards are earned by works:

Matthew 10:42, “And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward.”

1 Corinthians 9:24,25, “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize.  Run in such a way as to get the prize.  Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training.  They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.”

2 Timothy 4:7, 8; Revelation 2:10; Revelation 22:12; Luke 19:17
 2a. Salvation is a present possession now in time:
Luke 7:50. “Your faith has saved you, go in peace.”

John 3:36, “Whoever believes in the Son of God has eternal life.”

John 5:24; John 6:47

2b.  Rewards are possessed in the future, given at Lord returns.

Matthew 16:27, “For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done.”

2 Timothy 4:8; Revelation 22:12
 3a.  Salvation can not be lost.
3b.  Rewards can be lost.

1 Corinthians 9:27, “No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.”



a.  “disqualified” is the word “adokimos”.  The word “dokimos” or “dokimozo” from means to test to approve as one tests metal in a fire.  The 
prefix “a-” in the Greek means the opposite or “anti-”.  To be “adokimos” is to be the opposite of one approved or accepted after the testing.  It means to be rejected after the testing. 

“I am coming soon.  Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take you crown.”








Revelation 3:11

“Watch out that you do not lose what you have worked for, but that you may be rewarded fully.”








2 John 8

They should have received more rewards but error caused them to lose much of what they had worked for.
 

4a.  God offers the lost salvation through faith in Christ.
4b.  God offers the believer rewards for faithful service.
 
 

False Teachings 

You can see the confusion in doctrine and life application if any of the above four areas get turned around.  When salvation and rewards are confused these are some false teaching that develop from a lack of understanding of the above issues:
1.    Salvation is worked for.
2.    Rewards in heaven are distributed equally. 

3.    We get rewards on earth and our salvation is only obtained in eternity.

4.     We can lose our salvation that we worked for.  
5.     God offers salvation to the faithful believer.
6.    God would never reward us for our works.
Crowns in Scripture 
The “stephanos” ()  the victors crown.  It is the symbol of victory given to the winners in the Greek games or a contest.  It is a reward or a prize.  
Stephanos is the word for crown in this discussion of five crowns.  It is the crown for the winners in the Christian life.  It is used in these verses:


“Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize?  Run I such a way as 
to get the prize.  Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training.  They do it to get a 
crown (stephanos) that will not last; but we do it to get a crown (stephanos) that will last forever.”  





(1 Corinthians 9:24, 25)
The “stephanos” is also used as a ornament for festivities and celebrations in these verses: Proverbs 1:9; Proverbs 4:9; Song of Solomon 3:11; Isaiah 28:1 
The “stephanos” was also used to honor someone publicly who had distinguished themselves in service or given to someone for their worthiness.  These were worn at the parousia, or the advent or return of kings in the Greek and Roman world.  So will they be worn at the return of Jesus to the earth.
The “diadema” (“diadema”) was the kingly crown.  It is the crown worn by nobility who were possessor of a royal position.  This is another word translated as “crown” in the New Testament but is not a crown given to believers as a reward for service.  The believer’s crowns are a result of victory they have won in time.

Description of the Crowns in Identified in Scripture
There are five crowns mentioned in scripture.  They deal with different aspects of the Christian life.  The crowns reflect levels of maturity in regards to a believer’s growth and accomplishments of service to the Lord.  They are placed here in a possible list in the order that they could be obtained by the believer.

1.        Incorruptible Crown (1 Cor. 9:25)  This crown indicates mastery over the sin nature. The Corinthians are being urged to run the Christian life in such a way as to receive the reward in the end.  Here the emphasis is in self-control.





“Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize.  Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.” 
 (1 Corinthians 9:25)


a)  Paul is focusing the believers on running the race or living the life God has given them to compete in. b)  Just as each life has a race, each life has a reward available.
 
c)  Only those who run the race and run it according to the rules will get a prize.
  I a track runner is running the wrong way around the track or leaves the track an runs around the buses in the parking lot he will not win no matter how fast he is.


d)  The crown or stephanos would wither and sometimes was withered at the time of the victory but it meant fame, prestige and fortune.  The symbol of victory would fade but the fame was more enduring.
e)  Paul does not run aimlessly (9:26), meaning he does not life his Christian life with out purpose or direction.  Nor should we if we want to achieve what has been made available to us.  Consider someone who enters a race not knowing what distance they are going to run.  There is a difference between running a 100 meters, 400 meters or 1600 meters.  If you do not know your purpose or your race you will not succeed.
f)  The boxer failing to land a blow is an analogy of the undisciplined believer missing his purpose.  

2.        Crown of Righteousness (2 Timothy 4:7-8) - The second level of crowns goes to those who live righteously in this world while they look forward to Christ’s return.  They are those who are not captivated by this world, but hunger and thirst after righteousness.  


“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.”
(2 Timothy 4:7-8)


a)  This is a crown for righteous behavior and an upright life
.



b)   “have longed” is in the perfect tense suggests those who greatly anticipated Christ’s return in the past and continued to do so up until the moment of the rewarding.

c)  This life is describe by Paul to Titus in Titus 2:12,13: “[The grace] teaches us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.”





d)  “fought” is the word “agonizomai” and though it can refer to a military fight, it is clearly a reference to training and competing in athletics.  It is the same word translated “competes in the games” in 1 Corinthians 9:25

- “make every effort”  in Luke 13:24




- “struggling” in Colossians 1:29





- “wrestling” in Colossians 4:12





- “strive” in 1 Timothy 4:10





- “fight” in 1 Timothy 6:12





- “race” is the noun form in Hebrews 12:1




e)  Notice: The same awards awaits all who qualify.




f)  Notice the “fight” or, the agony of training and competing comes first, and then the successful “finish” of the race.  The believer can not think they will achieve victory with out the struggle of preparing for and demonstrating righteousness.

           e)  Paul does not run aimlessly (9:26), meaning he does not life his Christian life with out purpose or direction.  Nor should we if we want to achieve what has been made available to us.  Consider someone who enters a race not knowing the distance or direction. 


f)  The boxer failing to land a blow is ridiculous and pointless.  It is an analogy of the undisciplined believer missing his purpose.  

3.  Crown of  Life ( James 1:12; Revelation 2:10) -  The next crown for proceed in God’s plan for your life while enduring  trials.  The believer who moves forward in God’s call and assignment in the face of difficulty, even martyrdom, will receive this crown.  

“Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.”
James 1:12






“Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer.  I tell you the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days.  Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.”

Revelation 2:10






a)  Testing and trials are part of the Christian life.  It should be understood that when faced with test and trials many Christians turn back and do not continue on the path God has called them to run on.


b) Jesus said we would have trouble: “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world.”  (John 16:33)



c)  “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.” (John 15:18)









d)  Paul writes to Timothy, “You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith , patience, love, endurance, persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured  Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them.  In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”  2 Timothy 3:10,11,12)


e)  The doorway to the next level towards fulfilling God’s plan is to endure hardships and persecution.





f)  The reward is for  “persevering” and remaining “faithful”.  The reward is not given for having great faith and getting delivered from the trial or test.   








g)  We are faithful to the Lord in the trial.  The Lord is faithful to reward us for enduring the trial.

4.       Crown of Joy (Philippians 4:1; 1 Thess.2:19) - This crown is for those who lead others to Christ or demonstrate fruitfulness by influencing others towards righteousness.   



“Therefore, my brother, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown that is how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends!”
(Philippians 4:1)

“For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes?  Is it not you?  Indeed, you are our glory and joy.” 





(1 Thessalonians 2:19)

a) Rewards are not just for how we live and what we do, they are also for the influence we have on how others live and what they do.



b)  It was being said in Thessalonica that Paul did not really care for the Thessalonians, but Paul said he did, and it should be obvious, since they will result in a crown for him if they succeed.



c)  Gabriel tells Daniel in Daniel 12:3, “Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens and those who lead many to righteousness,  like the stars for ever and ever.”
5.   Crown of Glory (1 Peter 5:4) - The greatest achievement is to fulfill your calling and finish the work God gave you to do.  The scripture reference is speaking to pastors who finish their work faithfully, but this crown is not only for pastors.  It is for anyone who finds and fulfills their assignment God has given them.  


“To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder. . . One who will share in the glory to be revealed:  Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care. . .and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.”  (1 Peter 5:4)








a)  Again we see the rewards being given upon Christ’s return.  Here Christ is seen as the Chief Shepherd paying his workers that he contracted out labor to shepherd for him.  







b)   Earthly crowns or stephanos were made of vines, etc.  This crown is made out of Glory!  (Isaiah 28:5)







c)  Just like Paul’s crown in 2 Timothy 4:7,8 was available to “ALL who long for Christ’s appearing,” this crown is also available to all who serve at the position and with the capacity they were given.  It is not just the office of pastor, although that is the context of the verse.  The application extends to all believers who become what God has created them to be and they serve him in that position.
Review of Crowns:

1) Incorruptible Crown for mastery over the sin nature.

2) Crown of Righteousness for living righteously in this world.
3) Crown of Live for enduring trials while proceeding in God’s plan.
4) Crown of Joy for leading others to Christ and in righteousness.
5) Crown of Glory for fulfilling your calling and finishing the work assigned
In the final chapter of the Bible Jesus calls us to stay alert because he is coming back and He reminds us that he will reward us for our service here in time:


“Behold, I am coming soon!  My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to 
what he has done.”     Revelation 22:12
 

 

We do not know when Jesus will return but�we do know He will return and we can�see evidence that the time is getting closer.





Salvation is a Gift.  Rewards are earned.


Salvation can not be lost. Rewards can be lost.
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